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INTRODUCTION 
3 
As with last winter, this was a rather ordinary winter omithologically speaking, if 
indeed there is such a thing. There were a couple of genuine rarities to spice it up, 
but most of the interest was in unusual phenomena shown by a range of species. 
Ducks and swans and native sparrows seem to be more in evidence in mid-winter 
than in previous years, but it is difficult to relate winter occurrence to weather in any 
given year, except for isolated extreme events. There are, however, some trends 
showing up, as suggested by the ducks, swans, native sparrows and a few species 
like Yellow-rumped Warbler; these are discussed in the species accounts. 
Rarities were an adult Brown Pelican that wintered at the Sutherland "Hot Pool", 
a.k.a. Cooling Pond, for the state's first winter record, and a female Brambling in 
Lincoln County, Nebraska's third. 
Among the phenomena, evidence is accumulating for consideration of adding Mute 
Swan to the Official State List, and Tundra Swans are lingering well into winter 
rather than simply migrating through. Two American Black Ducks were westerly in 
Lincoln Co, there were single Dec reports of both yellow legs species, and gulls in 
general were much in evidence in Feb especially as lakes thawed allowing access to 
fish trapped in the ice. Wayne Mollhoffs fascinating work with Saw-Whet Owls 
continues, westerly Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers continue to show well, and Black-
billed Magpies are struggling. Mountain Chickadees continued their preferential 
attachment to Scotts Bluff Co, but hardly any Townsend's Solitaires showed up. 
Possibly unprecedented numbers of Yellow-rumped Warblers were around in Feb, a 
Baltimore Oriole survived into Jan, there was only one report of Red Crossbill, and 
spotty appearances of Evening Grosbeaks continued. All this and more in the 
species accounts below! 
As always, I welcome your comments, corrections of fact, and general thoughts. 
After all, much of this is my personal opinion, albeit hopefully factually-based! 
Contact me at silcock@rosssilcock.com. 
ABBREVIATIONS 
ad: adult 
BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 
CBC: Christmas Bird Count 
Cem: Cemetery 
CL: Carter L, Omaha 
fem: female 
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FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 
GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Cedar/Knox Cos 
HCR: Harlan Co Res., Republican City 
HL: Holmes L, Lincoln 
imm: immature 
ICSP: Indian Cave SP, Nemaha/Richardson Cos 
juv: juvenile 
LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co 
LO: L Ogallala, Keith Co 
m.ob.: many observers 
NM: National Monument 
NNF: Nebraska National Forest 
NOURC: Nebraska Ornithologists' Union Records Committee 
NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 
Res: Reservoir 
PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co 
PP: Pioneers Park, Lincoln 
PRSP: Platte River SP, Cass Co 
RS: Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo Co 
SBNM: Scotts BluffNM, Scotts Bluff Co 
SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 
SP: State Park 
WHNC: Wildcat Hills Nature Center, Scotts Bluff Co 
OBSERVERS 
AD: Ann Duey, Scottsbluff 
AF: Andrew Furman, Kearney 
AFu: Amanda Fuller, Cedar Bluffs 
AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 
AP: Andrew Pierson, Kearney 
ARy: AI Reyer, Bellevue 
AS: Amy Sheffield, Omaha 
A W: Anita Watkins, Venango 
B&KG: Bob & Kathi Gerten, Burwell 
BD: Ben Dudek, Boise, ID 
BF: Bob Feurer, North Bend 
BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City 
BFi: Betsy Finch, Lincoln 
BG: Betty Grenon, Bellevue 
BHG: Bob Hersh-Geer, Dunning 
BN: Bob Nieman, Carlsbad, NM 
BP: Brian Peterson, Omaha 
CD: Curtis Dykstra, Wyoming, MI 
CL: Chuck Lesiak, Raymond 
CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 
CP: Cathy Prettyman, Blair 
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D&JP: Don and Jan Paseka, Ames 
DE: Dave Ely, Salem, MA 
DH: Dave Heidt, Norfolk 
OM: Dillon Molt, Albion 
DMK: Donna M. King, Albion 
DP: Don Poggensee, Ida Grove, IA 
DT: David True, Yankton, SD 
EA: Edward Allen, Lincoln 
EB: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue 
EH: Eric Hope, Sidney 
GR: Gary Roberts, Fremont 
HA: Henry Armknecht, Hays, KS 
J&GB: Jay & Ginger Belsan, Ogallala 
JB: Joel Bierman, Battle Creek 
JC: John Carlini, Lincoln 
JCr: Jonathan Crews, Omaha 
JG: Joe Gubanyi, Seward 
JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 
JH: James Haver, Gothenburg 
JHo: Julie Holly, Dorchester 
11: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 
JO: Jim Ochsner, Ogallala 
JR: Justin Rink, Omaha 
JRi: Juanita Rice, Fairmont 
JT: Jerry Toll, Omaha 
JW: Jerry Weigel, Lincoln 
KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 
KDi: Ken Divis, Omaha 
KGo: Katie Gooby, Omaha 
KH: Kirk Hansen, Raymond 
KPe: Kevin Peck, Gothenburg 
KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney 
KSh: Ken Shuster, Fremont 
L&BP: Loren & Babs Padelford, Bellevue 
LD: Linda Deeds, North Platte 
LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 
LF: Larry Falk, Nebraska City 
LO: Linda Ollinger, Wilsonville 
LR: Lanny Randolph, Minden 
LRB: Linda R. Brown, Lincoln 
MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 
MBe: Mark Bernt, North Platte 
MH: Matt Hansen, Fairbury 
MHo: Mike Holcomb, Broken Bow 
MW: Michael Willison, Lincoln 
NA: Noah Arthur, Lincoln 
PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings 
PMH: Peter M. Hill, Rushville 
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PR: Paul Roisen, Sioux City, IA 
RD: Roger Dietrich, Yankton, SD 
RH: Robin Harding, Minden 
RS: Rick Schmid, Omaha 
RSg: Ruben Siegfried, Gering 
RSt: Ruth Steams, Lincoln 
ScS: Scott Schmidt, Blair 
SH: Steve Hansen, Raymond 
SJD: Stephen J. Dinsmore, Ames, IA 
SK: Stacey Kruger, Long Pine 
SM: Steve Morris, Grand Island 
SMa: Sam Manning, Omaha 
SQ: Susan Quinn, Nebraska City 
SSc: Shari Schwartz, Lincoln 
StS: Scott Schroeder, Napavine, WA 
TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln 
TF: Tessa Fiore, Bellevue 
TG: Tom Gannon, Lincoln 
TH: Tim Hajda, Broken Bow 
TlW: T.1. Walker, Brady 
TZ: Teri Zambon, Rockport, TX 
VC: Virginia Clark, North Platte 
VK: Valerie Keenan, Alliance 
WF: William Flack, Kearney 
WM: Wayne Mollhoff, Ashland 
WRS: W. Ross SiIcock, Tabor, IA 
SPECIES ACCOUNTS 
Vol. 83 NOJ 
Greater White-fronted Goose: Sightings are fewest early Jan through mid-Feb; up 
to 5 were wintering at CL (JR, LE); apparent spring arrivals there were 12 on 
26 Feb (JR). Elsewhere, 1-6 were reported during the same period in Hamilton 
(LR, RH), Franklin (LR, RH), and Lancaster (LE) Cos. Best count was 113 in 
Lancaster Co 23 Feb (LE). 
Snow Goose: The only significant number reported during the first half of Jan was 
28-34 blue morph birds at CL 2 (one white morph present on this date) and 11 
Jan (EB, JR). The last big groups in fall were the 22,444 reported on the HCR 
CBC 16 Dec (fide JGJ) and 1700 at Boyer Chute NWR, Washington Co, 28 
Dec (BD). Likely early arrivals were the 7000 flying down river at ICSP 22 
Jan, probably based at Squaw Creek NWR, Missouri, (LF, SQ), 700 in Buffalo 
Co the same day (TlW), and 250 at RS 23 Jan (RSt). Reports from the 
Superior area of 150 on 31 Jan and 400 on 7 Feb (DE) were likely birds from 
Lovewell Res in Kansas, where the wintering flock was known to forage into 
southern Nebraska (HA). 
Ross's Goose: The only mid-winter report was of one at CL 3 and 11 Jan (GR, JR), 
possibly the same bird that was there last Jan at the same time. The 1000 in 
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Sarpy Co 14 Feb (TF) was a good tally of migrants; high spring counts are 
2000-5600. 
Brant: A report by a knowledgeable observer of 13 with "thousands" of Canada 
Geese in Dodge Co 20 Feb (BF, fide KH), but not later the same day (D&JP), 
as well as 3 in the same place 23 Feb (SH, fide JGJ) will be referred to 
NOURC. All of the previous 14 documented reports involved single birds. 
Cackling Goose: Mid-winter (mid-Jan through early Feb) sightings are expected in 
the central and west, but are uncommon or rare in the east. The only over-
wintering reported in the east was at CL, where up to 10 were present through 
the period (BP, JR, m. ob.), and up to 22 were at Fremont Lakes SRA, Dodge 
Co, 2-19 Jan (GR). As many as 8 may have wintered at L Yankton, Cedar Co, 
(DT, TG), but the 115 in Lancaster Co 3 Feb (LE) were likely early migrants. 
First big group for spring was the 2500 in Dawson Co 13 Feb (JH). 
Canada Goose: Best tally reported was the 20,000 at Sutherland Res, Lincoln Co, 
20 Feb (A W); at that date, many or most would be staging migrants. High 
spring counts are in the 100,000 range. 
Mute Swan: Adding to the growing case for adding this species to the state's 
Official List was the presence on 6 Feb at Crystal L, Blair, of a free-flying 
family group of 6, declining to 5 on 14 Feb (CP); the observer was aware of the 
possibility of Trumpeter Swans, but the orange bills of the 2 ads were clearly 
seen, as were the dark bills and "dirty" look of the juvs. An imm in western 
Douglas Co 12 Dec may have been the same bird that was there a month prior 
(JR). 
Trumpeter Swan: CL seems to have become a winter magnet for this species; mid-
winter counts there ranged from 30 to 55 (JR, m. ob.), apparently mostly ads 
(MW). Other wintering groups were at LO, a regular site, where up to 36 were 
reported on 27 Dec (SJD, m. ob.), and DeSoto NWR, Washington Co, where up 
to 19 were present 3-11 Jan (BP, GR). Elsewhere the usual single-digit 
numbers were reported statewide (m. ob.). 
Tundra Swan: This species generally departs by mid-Dec, but there are several 
records of over-wintering and several mid-winter records, often in mixed 
groups with the now-ubiquitous Trumpeters, and it is still less-than-annual. 
This winter, as many as 6 were reported at CL (JR, ARy, m. ob.), with at least 
one ad and one imm present continuously (JR). There were up to 7 at LO 26 
Dec-I Feb (SJD, MW, NA), 3 of which were the first LM eBC record (SJD), 
an ad there 26 Feb (SJD), and a probable late migrant during count week on the 
North Platte CBC 21 Dec (TJW). 
Wood Duck: Still rare in the west in midwinter, 1-2 in Scotts Bluff Co 14 Feb (KD, 
SMa) were a good find, while Pier Park, Grand Island, continues to be a winter 
magnet for Wood Ducks, with 20 there 9 Feb (SM). 
Gadwall: This species over-winters statewide from the Platte River Valley counties 
southward in small numbers, more so in recent winters; best counts were 16 at 
Scottsbluff SL 23 Jan, increasing to 27 on 13 Feb (KD), and 15 at the usually 
unfrozen Salt Creek, Lincoln, 6 Feb (LE). 
American Wigeon: This is a rare wintering bird, albeit sometimes in good numbers; 
most reports are from the North Platte River Valley. By far the best tally was 
the 45 at Scottsbluff SL 23 Jan (KD), increasing with arrival of migrants to 96 
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on 13 Feb (KD). The only mid-winter reports (10 Jan-5 Feb for this species) 
from the east were of 2 at HL 31 Jan (JW) and one at CL 2 Feb (EA). 
American Black Duck: The Fall Report mentioned a possible sighting at Bowley's 
Pond, North Platte, 15 Nov (NA); the sighting appears to indeed have been of 
this species, as 2 were on the same pond for the North Platte CBC 21 Dec 
(TJW). There are only 3 fall Panhandle records and now 4 additional westerly 
records. 
Mallard: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide fall migrant. 
Blue-winged Teal: Two in Dodge Co 6 Dec (KSh, photo) were about the 8th-latest 
on record. Most leave by early Nov. 
Cinnamon Teal: None were reported of this uncommon western fall migrant. 
Northern Shoveler: Generally rare in mid-winter, reports were from locations 
favored by other waterfowl this winter: CL hosted up to 15 (JR, m. ob.), Salt 
Creek, Lincoln, had one on 6 Feb (LE), and Scottsbluff SL had 10 on 23 Jan 
(KD). In addition, single date mid-winter reports were of 6 at L Yankton 
Cedar Co, 28 Jan (DT) and one at North Platte 31 Jan (BP). ' 
Northern Pintail: Reports of small numbers were widespread from the Platte River 
Valley southward, as expected (m. ob.). A hybrid with Mallard was near 
Sutherland Res 26 Dec (SJD). 
Green-winged Teal: Winter visitors are distributed much like Northern Pintail; best 
count was the 32 on Salt Creek, Lincoln, 6 Feb (LE). 
Canvasback: A few winter where water conditions allow; this winter "small 
numbers" wintered in Lancaster Co (LE, TG), one was at LO, a favored 
location, 15 and 22 Jan (SMa, RSt), one wintered at CL (ARy, m. ob.), one was 
at Burchard L SRA, Pawnee Co, 15 Jan (SQ), and one was at Scottsbluff SL 23 
Jan (KD). 
Redhead: As with Canvasback, a few were reported in mid-winter at the same 
locations: as many as 25 wintered at CL (JR, m. ob.), one was at LO 15 Jan 
(SM), 24 were at Scottsbluff SL 23 Jan (KD), and one was at PP 27 Jan (LE). 
First spring arrivals appear in early Feb; 45 were at CL 6 Feb (JR). 
Ring-necked Duck: This species occurs much like the previous two; mid-winter 
reports (17 Jan-3 Feb for this species) were of up to 50 at CL 8-26 Jan (MW, 
JR, SMa, m. ob.) and 29 at Scottsb1uffSL 23 Jan (KD). One was at LO 30 Jan 
(BP). Fifty had arrived at CL by 6 Feb (JR) and 115 were at Scottsbluff SL by 
15 Feb (KD). 
Greater Scaup: There were 6 reports, all but 2 of fall migrants at LO; last there was 
one 15 Jan (SM) possibly attempting to winter, and best counts were the 20 
there 26 Dec (MW) and the 72 on the LM CBC 27 Dec (fide SJD). Elsewhere, 
one was on the Norfolk CBC 20 Dec (fide DH, TJW). Spring migrants were 
the 29 at LO 26 Feb (SJD). 
Lesser Scaup: Mid-winter occurrence timing is virtually the same as for Ring-
necked Duck; reports were from CL, where up to 5 wintered (RSt, m. ob.), 
Scottsbluff SL, where up to 7 wintered (KD), and PP, where a single bird 
wintered (LE). 
Surf Scoter: None were reported of this rare statewide fall migrant; most depart by 
mid-Dec however. 
White-winged Scoter: The only report was of an imm at LO 6 Dec (MW, photo); 
most depart by mid-Dec. 
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Black Scoter: None were reported of this rare statewide fall migrant; most depart by 
mid-Dec. 
Long-tailed Duck: None were reported of this rare statewide winter visitor; while 
most are seen in fall (although there was only one report for Fall 2014), this 
species is more apt to winter on LO than are the scoters. 
Bufflehead: The only mid-winter reports were from LO, the only regular wint.ering 
location, where up to 12 were present 15-30 Jan (BP, RSt, SM, AF): thIS IS the 
least likely of common diving ducks to overwinter in the state. The 500 at LO 
6 Dec (MW) and 310 there 27 Dec (SJD) were good counts; highs for fall are 
1200-1394. 
Common Goldeneye: There were numerous mid-winter reports, as expected. Best 
count for the period was the amazing 1875 spring arrivals at BOL 17 Feb (LE); 
previous spring high count was 200. 
Barrow's Goldeneye: Past reports of this species are from opposite ends of the 
state. reflecting different sources of breeding populations: Rocky Mountains 
and northern forests. An imm male was at Sutherland Res, Lincoln Co, 10 Jan 
(JGJ). and a possible fern at CL 24 Jan was not well seen but had a half-yellow 
bill (EB). Interestingly, most of the few spring records are from the east, and 
most of the fall records are from the west. 
Hooded Merganser: As many as 10 wintered at CL (SMa, SQ, JR, m. ob.) for the 
third consecutive year; the only other mid-winter reports were of a male at PP 
30 Jan (LE) and a single at North Platte 31 Jan (BP). An oft-reported hybrid, 
Hooded Merganser x Common Goldeneye, was at BOL 10 Feb (NA). This is 
the II th Nebraska report of this hybrid, but possibly only 4 individuals may 
have been involved. 
Common Merganser: Reports were routine of this locally common statewide winter 
visitor. 
Red-breasted Merganser: Small numbers can usually be detected amongst the large 
Common Merganser flocks that winter (Jan-early Feb for this species) at certain 
major reservoirs; the only reports this winter were of single birds at Sutherland 
Res 10 and 24 Jan (JGJ, TEL). Migrants arrive at LO by 26 Feb, with 12 
present (SJD). 
Ruddy Duck: This species is rare in mid-winter; the two reports this winter are only 
the 14th and 15th such records: singles at CL 24 Jan (SQ) and LO 30 Jan (BP). 
Northern Bobwhite: North of the Platte River Valley this species declines in 
numbers westward and is rare in the northern Panhandle; fair numbers were 
reported at a few locations in Custer Co during the winter, where the 5 reports 
totaled 22 birds (TH). 
Gray Partridge: None were reported of this uncommon northeastern resident. 
Ring-necked Pheasant: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide 
resident. 
Sharp-tailed Grouse: Reports were routine of this locally common northern and 
western resident. 
Greater Prairie-Chicken: The 92 on a Lincoln Co loop 9 Dec was a good tally; 4 
flocks of 10, 12,20, and 50 (TJW). Highs are 117-174. 
Wild Turkey: This species is abundant in the cedar canyons of southeastern Lincoln 
Co; single-location counts of 300 on IS Feb (LD) and 200 on 2 Jan (SMa) are 
"not unusual here in the canyon during winter" (LD). 
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Common Loon: The only report was of one on the LM CBC 27 Dec (fide SJD). 
Pied-billed Grebe: Last dates are in mid-Dec, except at LO, where wintering 
attempts occur most years; one was there through 30 Dec (MW, SJD), possibly 
the same bird that was below Keystone Dam 22 Jan (RSt). Also tardy was one 
at Sutherland Res 29 Dec (PR). 
Horned Grebe: Last reported was a straggler at LM 27 Dec (fide SJD); most depart 
by early Dec but at LM there are reports into early Jan. 
Red-necked Grebe: The only report was of one at LO 20-21 Dec (MW). This 
species has become a regular late fall visitor to LM and LO in recent years. 
Eared Grebe: The only report for the period was a tardy single at LO 6 Dec (MW); 
last dates are 17-19 Dec. 
Western Grebe: Most depart by Dec, except at LM, where a few linger into Jan 
most years; 30 were there 20 Dec (MW), and 39 were recorded on the LM CBC 
27 Dec (fide SJD). One on the North Platte CBC 21 Dec (fide TJW) provided 
the latest fall date on record away from LM and Sutherland Res. 
Clark's Grebe: One on the LM CBC 27 Dec (fide SJD) was at the only site at which 
the species has overwintered, usually along with numbers of Western Grebes. 
Double-crested Cormorant: Wintering is rare for this species, but perhaps 
unsurprising was the presence of up to 26 with the pelicans at Sutherland Res 
through the winter (SJD, m. ob.); only 3 were still there by 26 Feb (SJD). This 
is only the 2nd documented record of overwintering, although there are a few 
other mid-winter single-date records from Sutherland Res. Tardy were 7 on the 
Harlan Co CBC 16 Dec (JGJ). 
American White Pelican: As many as 24 wintered at the "hot pool" at Sutherland 
Res (SMa, m. ob.), although only 11 were still present by 15 Feb (TJW, AW) 
and 6 by 26 Feb (SJD). Spring arrival is generally by late Feb, but HCR 
welcomes the first migrants; 50 had arrived by 15 Feb (JGJ). 
Brown Pelican: A major surprise was the presence 26 Dec-26 Feb of an ad at the 
Sutherland Res cooling pond with wintering American White Pelicans (SJD, 
m.ob.). Not surprisingly, this is the first winter record for Nebraska; previous 
latest date of the 8 prior documented records was 23 Oct. Subspecies 
identification is tricky, but some observers identified the bird as of Atlantic 
origin (TJW, MW), the expected form of Great Plains stragglers. 
Great Blue Heron: Adding to the eclectic group of atypical wintering water-birds at 
Sutherland Res were the 15 Great Blues there 2 Jan (SMa). This species can 
occur anywhere in the state in mid-winter, but usually only singles are seen. 
Bald Eagle: HCR was the center for this species this winter; 316 were counted on a 
scan from the dam 30 Jan (PD), the highest winter tally on record by 32. 
Northern Harrier: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide winter visitor. 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide winter 
visitor. 
Cooper's Hawk: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide winter visitor. 
Northern Goshawk: A typical winter for this species saw 3 reports: one helped 
county listers by being seen in both Knox and Cedar Cos 1 Jan (DT, MB, TZ 
photo), one was in cedar canyons in Lincoln Co 3 Jan (TJW), and one was in 
Hall Co 15 Feb (SM). 
Red-shouldered Hawk: None were reported of this rare southeastern winter visitor. 
Vol. 83 No. 1 __ ~T~h~e,--"N--,-e=b=r=as=k=a,--"B=i",-,rd-=-=R=-ev-,--,i=e-,-,w ______ ---,l~l 
~
Red-tailed Hawk: An interesting concentration of "Western" Red-tailed Hawks was 
noted in Washington and Burt Cos 6 Dee; most of the 48 Red-tails seen were ad 
western Bliteo jamaicensis calurus (1T). 
Ferruginous Hawk: The only easterly report was of one in Franklin Co 25 Jan (LR, 
RH). 
Rough-legged Hawk: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide winter 
visitor. 
Golden Eagle: Ads are rare in the east; one was in Lancaster Co 30 Jan (LE), and 
another was in Otoe Co 5 Dec (SQ, LF, details). 
Virginia Rail: The only report was of one on the LM CBC 27 Dec (fide SJD); this is 
a regular late fall and possibly wintering site. 
American Coot: The 3201 on the LM CBC 27 Dec (fide SJD) was an excellent late 
Dec count. Wintering is regular there, as well as at Scottsbluff SL, where 144 
were present 23 Jan (KD), and, recently, at CL, where peak count was 300 on 
11 Jan (1R). Numbers at CL had declined to 20 by 24 Jan (SMa), followed by 
an influx of 150 on 6 Feb (JR). 
Sandhill Crane: Early dates for this species are 23-24 Jan, although such early 
arrivers often retreat southward when faced with bad weather conditions. This 
year, a single bird was standing on ice at North Platte SL 31 Jan (BP). Small 
groups began arriving at RS by 7 Feb (AP), "hundreds" were near Aida by 26 
Feb (AF), and 3000 were at Lewellen the same day (10J). Easterly was one in 
Lancaster Co 10 Feb (LE). 
Killdeer: The expected few birds were reported from favored North Platte River 
Valley sites, where wintering is essentially annual: one in Scotts Bluff Co 20 
Dec (KD), 3 on the LM CBC 27 Dec (SJD), one at Sutherland Res 1 Jan (SMa), 
and up to 3 in the North Platte area through the period (TJW). Earliest 
presumed arrival was one in Washington Co 13 Feb (ScS); early dates are lO-
II Feb away from known wintering areas. 
Greater Yellowlegs: The only report was of one at RS Co 17 Jan (AF); this is the 
latest of the 4 records for Jan, all from the Platte River Valley. 
Lesser Yellowlegs: Two were at RS 7 Dec (StS), only the second record for Dec, the 
other in Dodge Co 13-14 Dec 2001 (D&JP). 
Wilson's Snipe: Wintering birds are found in the same North Platte River Valley 
places as Killdeer; 14 were on the LM CBC 27 Dec (fide SJD), and up to 7 
wintered in the North Platte area (TJW). A bit more surprising was one on the 
Ames CBC 18 Dec (fide D&JP). 
Bonaparte's Gull: The only reports were of 25 at LO 6 Dec (MW) and 30 at HCR 
13 Dec (10J); last dates are 20-24 Dec. 
Franklin's Gull: There are almost 30 mid-winter records of this species, surprising 
in that it winters in South America. An alternate-plumaged ad was at BOL 28 
Jan (LE). 
Mew Gull: Only the 15th spring record and 34th overall was an ad at Alma SL 15 
Feb (101). 
Ring-billed Gull: Reports were routine for this abundant statewide fall migrant and 
uncommon winter visitor. 
California Gull: Reports from LM and Sutherland Res are expected. Up to 4 were 
at LM through 30 Dec (MW, fide SJD) and one was there 26 Feb (SJD); 2-3 
were at Sutherland Res 2 Jan (TJW) and 24 Feb (LR, RH). Reports from the 
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east are rare, with these only the 15th and 16th fall reports there: BOL hosted 
up to 3 from 10-14 Dec (LE, TEL) including a first CBC record for Seward-
Branched Oak L (fide JG), as well as an ad 17 Feb (NA), and an ad was at 
Twin Lakes WMA, Seward Co, 27 Jan (LE). 
Herring Gull: The 790 on the HCR CBC 16 Dec (fide JGJ) was a new fall high 
tally; previous highs were 416-540. Somewhat surprisingly, the two highest 
counts on record are in mid-winter, 1000 and 1500 at LM. 
Thayer's Gull: A minimum of 9 individuals was reported from 5 locations: 2-3 ads 
were at LO through the period (MW, SJD, m. ob.) and imms were there 1 Feb 
(NA) and 26 Feb (SJD). An imm that appeared at GPD 28 Nov remained until 
7 Dec (DT, TZ), BOL hosted an imm 10-20 Feb (NA, m. ob.), and 1-2 imms 
were at HCR 13 Dec-30 Jan (JGJ, PD). As observers are scrutinizing gulls in 
more detail and camera quality is improving, gulls that are difficult to identify 
are becoming apparent. Some are best left as unidentifiable, such as the adult 
Thayer's/Kumlien's bird at GPD in late fall (MW, see Fall Report), another 
such intermediate at LO 10 Jan (JGJ), as well as an odd imm at SOL 21 Feb 
that resembled hybrids seen by the observer on the West Coast (NA). 
Iceland (Kumlien's) Gull: There were two reports: an imm at Sutherland Res 28 
Dec (EB) and an imm at HCR 9 Feb (KS photo). These are the 29th and 30th 
records for the state. 
Lesser Black-backed Gull: This species is primarily a regular migrant through 
Nebraska, but there are about 9 records for Jan that could be considered 
wintering, including these this winter: an ad at LO 22 Jan-15 Feb (RSt, m. ob.) 
was likely a lingerer from the group of 3 there 20 Dec (MW), and a first year 
was at HCR 30 Jan (PD). Likely fall migrants were an ad at BOL 3 Dec, first 
seen there 22 Nov (LE), and up to 4 at HCR 13-16 Dec (JGJ). Likely spring 
migrants were an ad at BOL 3-16 Feb (LE, m. ob.), one at HCR 8 Feb (LR, 
RH), 4 at LO 26-27 Feb (SJD, JGJ, BP), and one in Lincoln Co 26 Feb (SJD) .. 
Overall for the period the tally appears to be an impressive 17 individuals. 
Glaucous Gull: A minimum of 12 birds was reported statewide (m. ob.); this is 
better than the usual tally for this winter visitor. Best count was the 3 juvs at 
LO 26 Feb (SJD). 
Great Black-backed Gull: Two were reported, both first cycle birds: one at BOL 
12-17 Feb (NA, m. ob.) and the other at LO 26-27 Feb (SJD, JGJ, BP). There 
are now about 30 records of this species for the state; sightings have increased 
in recent years. 
Rock Pigeon: Best non-CBC count received was 355 at the Lincoln Co Courthouse 
21 Dec (TJW), although the Lincoln CBC 20 Dec repOlted 2693 (fide LRB). 
Eurasian Collared-Dove: A new record count was the 670 on the Scottsbluff CBC 
20 Dec (fide AK). Nesting activities were underway at Ogallala 30 Jan with 
courting taking place and nest material being gathered (JO); this is the earliest 
date to hand for such activity by this species. 
White-winged Dove: There are about 14 reports mid-Oct through mid-Mar, only 
one involving overwintering; thus the 2nd is of 3 birds in a Gering yard 20 Dec, 
declining to one by 26 Jan, which remained through Feb (RSg). Another which 
may have wintered was "still hanging around at feeders" in Boone 13 Feb 
(DMK). 
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Mourning Dove: This species winters in low numbers in the south and east; mid-
winter reports this year were from Chase Co eastward through Buffalo and Hall 
Cos to Lancaster Co and north through Madison Co to Cedar Co. Outside this 
area it is rare from Dec until mid-Feb, when 3 were in Scottsbluff 14 Feb 
(RSg), 3 were in Box Butte Co the same day (VK), and 2-4 were in Blaine Co 
14-15 Feb (BHG). Last reported in fall were 10 on the LM CBC 27 Dec (fide 
SJD) and 10 on the North Platte CBC 2 I Dec (TJW). 
Eastern Screech-Owl: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 
Great Horned Owl: Reports were routine for this common statewide resident. 
Snowy Owl: A normal winter showing had 5 reports: one in Buffalo Co 3-6 Dec 
(KS, AF, MW), one in western Custer Co 11 Dec (fide TJW), one in northern 
Saunders Co whose photo appeared on Facebook 3 Jan (AS fide AF), one in 
Dodge Co 21 Feb (BF fide D&JP), and one in Dawson Co 10 (KPe, no details). 
Barred Owl: Reports continue from the Fairbury area as this species slowly moves 
westward; one was northwest of Fairbury 28 Jan (MH). The west extent of the 
range in the Platte River Valley is in Nance and Merrick Cos; it has been 
present about 10 miles east of Palmer the "last couple years" (CL, fide JGJ). 
Long-eared Owl: Best tally of wintering birds was of I I at Cunningham L, Omaha, 
18-24 Jan (SMa). 
Short-eared Owl: Reports were routine for this uncommon statewide winter visitor. 
Northern Saw-whet Owl: Our knowledge of this species' status in Nebraska is 
evolving on a couple of fascinating fronts. Following his remarkable discovery 
of breeding Saw-whets in southern Scotts Bluff Co in 2014, Wayne Mollhoff 
reports that as of 12 Feb a box in Dawes Co contained an incubating fem and 4 
eggs. On 22 Feb there were 6 eggs, and on 3 Apr 6 young were banded. 
Mollhoff estimates that the eggs were laid around 5-6 Feb, some 6 weeks 
earlier than the 2014 Scotts Bluff Co birds and record-early for the species by 
about 2 weeks ("Birds of North America Online"). Calling birds continue to be 
heard around Feb-early Mar in cedar canyons in southeastern Lincoln Co; this 
spring one was heard 15 Feb (LD). The well-known wintering birds in Ida Co, 
Iowa, begin calling in late Feb prior to departure (DP), and so calling by the 
birds in Lincoln Co may not necessarily be indicative of territorial breeders. 
Belted Kingfisher: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide resident and 
winter visitor. 
Red-headed Woodpecker: Reports were concentrated in the southeast as expected, 
with outliers in Madison Co, one on 13 Feb (JB), and Saline Co, 2 on 15 Feb 
(JHo). FF and ICSP hold most wintering Red-headeds, with 58 on the Omaha 
CBC 20 Dec (fide BG) and 10-13 at ICSP 18-22 Jan (RSt, SQ, LF). 
Red-bellied Woodpecker: Reports were routine for this common statewide, rare 
Panhandle, resident. 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: In recent years this species is increasingly occurring 
westward in winter. There were about 9 reports west of Buffalo Co to 
Hitchcock (JGJ) and Keith (J&GB, fide SJD) Cos, but none in the Panhandle; 
northernmost were a juv present in Burwell for a while through 11 Jan 
(B&KG), an imm in Loup Co 6 Feb (\VF), and one in Custer Co 14 Feb (TH). 
The latter 2 records are only the 4th and 5th for the north for Feb through mid-
Mar. 
Downy Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 
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Hairy Woodpecker: The fern of the black-shouldered Rocky Mountain subspecies 
continued in a Scotts Bluff Co yard, with sightings 1 Jan and 7 Feb (KD). 
Northern Flicker: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident and 
winter visitor. 
Pileated Woodpecker: Sightings of single birds continued at Flathead WMA, 
Jefferson Co, with one there 18 Jan (TEL). One at Schilling WMA, Cass Co, 
was at a new, but not unexpected site (CNK). Evidence of bark chipping and 
removal typical of this species was noted in Saunders Co along the Platte River 
14 Dec (JT). Young birds probably wander in fall, enabling the species to 
gradually expand its range. 
American Kestrel: Reports were routine of this uncommon southern, rare northern, 
statewide winter visitor. 
Merlin: Most winter reports are of the prairie subspecies Falco columbarius 
richardsonii; one was in Dakota Co 22 Dec (BFH). Surprising, however, were 
the 3 reports of F. c. columbarius, which usually winters south of Nebraska: 
singles were in Knox Co 1 Jan (MB), Douglas Co 6 Feb (JR), and Douglas Co 
9 Feb (SMa). 
Peregrine Falcon: The breeding pairs in Omaha and Lincoln are sedentary (BFi fide 
RS) but are known to forage up to 35 miles from their respective home bases 
(fide RS); one of the Omaha birds was seen in western Iowa on the Omaha 
CBC 20 Dec (fide RS). 
Prairie Falcon: There was a big push eastward this winter, where this species is 
rare, with no fewer than 9 eastern reports through the period (m. ob.). 
Loggerhead Shrike: One in Franklin Co 15 Feb (JGJ) was on the early side; early 
dates (except for the west) are 8-9 Feb. No others were reported. 
Northern Shrike: Numbers are highest in the north and west, as reflected by the 
count of 12 in southeastern Lincoln Co cedar canyons 3 Jan (TJW). 
Southernmost was one in Furnas Co 15 Feb (JGJ). 
Pinyon Jay: None were reported of this uncommon Panhandle resident and winter 
visitor. 
Blue Jay: The 350 on the Lincoln CBC 20 Dec (fide LRB) was a good CBC tally. 
Black-billed Magpie: This species is in some trouble, as local populations are barely 
hanging on; even in Scotts Bluff Co, magpies are "harder and harder to find" 
(AK). Observers should report the status of their local populations to NEBirds, 
eBird, or to me at silcock@rosssilcock.com. In order to summarize current 
status, following is a list of best counts from the locations that reported magpies 
this winter; I assume this is not complete, so additional locations and higher 
counts are welcome. Scotts Bluff Co areas: 6 at SBNM (MW), 4 at Winters 
Creek Ranch (AD), one at WHNC (MW), 6 at various Scotts Bluff Co locations 
(KD). LM area: 24 on LM eBC (fide SJD), 4 along canal east of Keystone Rd 
(SMa). HCR area: 7 near Alma (KS), 3 on HCR CBC (fide JGJ). Previous 
CBCs here averaged 25/year (JGJ). Crofton, Cedar Co: 3 in "usual spot", 
Roads 553 and 898 (RD, DT, TZ). Lincoln Co: 2 on North Platte CBC at 
Johnson Rd and Highway 97 (TJW). Sheridan Co: 5 on White Clay Creek Rd 
and Beaver Creek Rd (MW). Dawes Co: one on Bordeaux-Table Rd loop 
(MW), Deuel Co: 3 (JGJ). Norfolk: one of the "remnant population" counted 
on CBC (DH). Franklin Co: one (JGJ). 
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American Crow: Best counts were an impressive 4500 at Jeffrey Res, Lincoln Co, 
19 Jan (TJW), followed by a mere 2337 on the Calamus-Loup CBC 2 Jan (fide 
DH) and 2000 in two flocks 1/8 mile apart along 1-80 in Lincoln Co 23 Jan 
(RSt). Highest counts (around 100,000) occur when a winter roost is present in 
the state. 
Horned Lark: Reports were routine of this common statewide winter visitor. 
Black-capped Chickadee: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 
Mountain Chickadee: This species has appeared each winter in recent years, 
although reports are only from Scotts Bluff Co. This year at least 3, all singles, 
were reported: one first seen in late Oct at Winters Creek Ranch was still 
present 14 Feb (AD), one was in the DeLara yard near Mitchell at least 8-22 
Feb (KD, SMa), and one was near the airport 21 Dec (MW). 
Tufted Titmouse: Reports were routine for this common southeastern resident. 
Red-breasted Nuthatch: Small numbers were reported statewide for a typical 
winter showing; best CBC tally was 16, at North Platte 21 Dec, 11 of which 
were at the North Platte Cern (TJW). The count of 16 tied the high winter 
count for the state. 
White-breasted Nuthatch: Reports were routine of this common northern and 
eastern resident, fairly common winter visitor elsewhere. 
Pygmy Nuthatch: Reports were routine of this fairly common northwestern 
resident. 
Brown Creeper: The counts of 6 at the North Platte Cern 21 Dec (TJW) and 6 at LO 
27 Dec (SJD) tied the state high winter count. 
Winter Wren: There were a few reports from the southeast in Dec as expected, but 
few overwinter; Feb reports are scarce, with none this winter. The only Jan 
reports were of singles in Dodge Co 2 Jan (GR) and at FF 17 Jan (JCr), a likely 
wintering attempt there. One was westerly at LO 26-27 Dec (SJD). 
Marsh Wren: Reports were from the North Platte River Valley as expected; one 
was on the North Platte CBC 21 Dec (fide TJW), 2 were on the LM CBC 27 
Dec (fide SJD), and one was at Winters Creek Ranch, Scotts Bluff Co, 14 Feb 
(AD). All were likely wintering. 
Carolina Wren: The only reports north or west of Douglas and Lancaster Cos were 
of one in Butler Co 22 Dec (CD), separate singles near Fremont 18 Dec (GR) 
and 1-18 Dec (KSh), one westerly at Fairmont 3 Feb (JRi), 2 more westerly on 
the Grand Island CBC 13 Dec (RH), and one in Jefferson Co 18 Jan (TEL). 
Golden-crowned Kinglet: Most wintering is in the southeast with few Jan-Feb 
records elsewhere; the only such report was of one in Custer Co 14 Feb (TH) 
and a surprising 12 in Lincoln Co 15 Feb (TJW). Two on the Crawford CBC 
27 Dec (MW) were unexpected at that date, as was one in Scotts Bluff Co 21 
Dec (MW); none were found on the Scottsbluff CBC 20 Dec (fide AK). The 
LM and North Platte CBCs reported 20 and 8 respectively (fide SJD, TJW). 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: A few attempt to overwinter in the south and east, but few 
make it into Feb; exceptions were one in a Fremont yard 14-27 Feb (GR), 
another in Omaha 16 Feb (SMa), and a westerly but southerly bird in 
Wilsonville 12-16 Feb (PD, JGJ). There were no Jan reports. 
Eastern Bluebird: This species is another that withdraws from most of the state 
except the southeast and North Platte River Valley in winter. The only reports 
away from the southeast were of one in Custer Co 24 Feb (WF), lion the LM 
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CBC 27 Dec (fide SJD), up to 22 during the period in the Lincoln Co cedar 
canyons (TJW, RSt, BP), and 6 on the Grand Island CBC 13 Dec (fide RH). 
Mountain Bluebird: This species arrives on its Panhandle breeding grounds by late 
Feb; 1-2 were at WHNC 14-15 Feb (SMa, RSg, KD). Presumed migrants were 
the 8 in Custer Co 24 Feb (WF), and, fitting the picture nicely, last to leave 
Lincoln Co wintering areas were 8 on 16 Feb (TJW). It is tempting to deduce 
that Panhandle breeders winter in Lincoln Co, perhaps the only altitudinal 
migration in Nebraska. Strangely, despite a peak count of 51 in Lincoln Co 3 
Jan, none were reported on the North Platte CBC 21 Dec, a "notable miss" 
(TJW). The 5 on the HCR CBC 16 Dec were a count first there (fide JGJ) and 
presumably the same 5 were at the Alma SL 21 Dec (BN, photo). 
Townsend's Solitaire: This was a down year for this species, with only 15 on 
CBCs, 11 of those at LM 27 Dec (fide SJD), none (a "notable miss", TJW) on 
the North Platte CBC 21 Dec (fide TJW), and only one (!) on the Scottsbluff 
CBC 20 Dec (fide AK). Unexpectedly in such a down year, there were easterly 
reports: one was on the Seward-Branched Oak L CBC 14 Dec (fide JG), where 
the species occurs with some regularity and a high count of 7 in 2013, one was 
at PL 3 Feb (LE), and one was in Knox Co 1 Jan, only the veteran observer's 
2nd or 3rd there (MB). 
Hermit Thrush: A few attempt to winter in the southeast, such as singles at PRSP 3 
Jan (1GJ) and in Merrick Co 7 Feb (1GJ), but winter reports elsewhere are rare. 
There were a surprising two this winter: one at Grove L SRA, Antelope Co, 15 
Jan (11) and 2 in Dundy Co 13 Feb (PD). 
American Robin: Best count received was the 1000 in Brown Co 14 Jan (SK); high 
winter counts are 10,000+, most in cedars in north-central Nebraska. 
Gray Catbird: Only the 9th record for Jan-Feb was one at Bellevue 30 Jan (L&BP). 
Overwintering has not been documented. 
Northern Mockingbird: This species may attempt to overwinter; there are two such 
prior records, but survival past mid-Jan is rare. This winter's attempts were of 
one at BOL 14 Dec-13 Jan (RSt, LE) and one in Johnson Co 15 Jan (SQ). 
Brown Thrasher: Jan-Feb reports are few away from the southeast, and are likely 
birds attempting to overwinter; thus one on the Calamus-Loup CBC 2 Jan (fide 
DH) was unexpected, as was one at Fairmont 3 Feb (1Ri). 
European Starling: Reports were routine of this common statewide winter visitor. 
Bohemian Waxwing: None were reported of this erratic but regular winter visitor 
mostly in the northwest. 
Cedar Waxwing: Reports were routine of this common statewide winter visitor. 
Lapland Longspur: Reports were routine of this common statewide winter visitor. 
Snow Bunting: Fewer than 40 were reported, at 5 locations, a typical year. Best 
counts were 16 in Cheyenne Co 23 Feb (EH) and 12 on the LM CBC 27 Dec 
(fide SJD). Elsewhere, 1-3 were at BOL 13 Dec-28 Jan (MW, m. ob.), 1-2 
were in Cedar Co 1-2 Jan (TZ, DT), and 4-5 were at the HCR dam 30 Jan-8 Feb 
(PD, LR, RH). 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: This species is fairly common over much of the state into 
Dec, but by Jan most have departed and the very few remaining are in the 
southeast. Even in the southeast Feb records are rare. This winter, however, 
there were multiple reports from several locations through the winter, quite 
likely an unprecedented event given warmer winters in recent years. Jan-Feb 
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records were from most of the counties south and east of, and including, 
Harlan, Hall, Merrick, Polk, and Saunders. As might be expected, with so 
many present in mid- and late winter, there were several Feb reports. Prior to 
this winter, there were only 20 statewide records for Feb; this winter added no 
fewer than 16, most in counties outlined above, but also including the 
following: 5 in Custer Co 14 Feb (TH), one at LO 15 Feb (SMa), and 6 in 
Dundy Co 13 Feb (PO). Of interest was an apparent intergrade at LO 15 Feb 
that looked like an Audubon's Warbler but called like a Myrtle (SMa). 
Spotted Towhee: A few linger in the south through winter; Feb reports were of 
singles at Schramm Park SRA, Sarpy Co, 7 Feb (SQ), Franklin Co 15 Feb 
(JGJ), and FF 24 Feb (EB). A bit westerly for the date was one on the North 
Platte CBC 21 Dec (fide TJW). 
American Tree Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide winter 
visitor. 
Chipping Sparrow: The only report was of 2 stragglers at a feeder on the North 
Platte CBC 21 Dec (fide TJW). Typically, late dates for Chipping Sparrow are 
of 1-2 birds at a feeder. 
Field Sparrow: Most have left the state by mid-Nov, but there are a number of Dec 
records in the south. This fall, 2 were in Otoe Co 10 Dec (SQ) and one was on 
the LM CBC 27 Dec (WRS, fide SJD), the second record for the LM CBC. 
Fox Sparrow: As has been the case beginning with winter 2009-2010, this species 
was reported through the winter in the southeast, with at least 16 individuals at 
II locations (m. ob.). Outliers were one at Pressey WMA, Custer Co, 14 Feb 
(TH, details suggest Passerella iliaca iliaca) and 3 in Franklin Co 15 Feb 
(JGJ). 
Song Sparrow: Wintering birds are generally rare north of the Platte and North 
Platte River Valleys and away from the east. Thus of interest were one in 
Dawes Co 27 Dec (MW) and 1-3 at 3 Custer Co locations 6-14 Feb (TH). 
Lincoln's Sparrow: The last two winters saw several Lincoln's Sparrows lingering 
through Dec and into Jan in the southeast, but there were no Feb reports in 
either winter. This winter, the scenario was similar, but two did linger into Feb, 
only the 5th and 6th Feb records for the state: singles at Ashland 3-4 Feb 
(WM), and in Lincoln Co 15 Feb (TJW). 
Swamp Sparrow: Although wintering occurs in the southeast on occasion (less than 
annually), there were few reports of stragglers this year. The only Feb record 
was of3 at Boyer Chute NWR 7-9 Feb (SMa, JR). 
White-throated Sparrow: This species is a rare regular winter visitor in the 
southeast; there were multiple reports of low numbers through the winter from 
there, best count the 33 in Omaha 11 Feb (KGo). Elsewhere it is rare, even in 
the Platte Valley, although one was on the North Platte CBC 21 Dec (fide 
TJW), two on the Harlan County CBC 16 Dec (fide JGJ), and one on the Grand 
Island CBC 13 Dec (fide RH). Outliers were 2 in a rural Lincoln Co yard 4 Feb 
(VC) and 2 in Boone Co 14 Feb (OM). The Lincoln Co record is only the 3rd 
for Feb away from the southeast (outlined by Antelope, Boone, Howard, and 
Buffalo Cos). 
Harris's Sparrow: Numbers were lower than usual; no non-CBC counts of more 
than 15 were reported, and high CBC was only 82, that at Harlan Co Res 16 
Dec (fide JGJ). Rare westerly, one was in a Scotts Bluff Co yard 15 Jan (KD), 
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2 were in Hitchcock Co 20 Jan (TJW), 2-3 in Custer Co 13-14 Feb (TH), 4 on 
the LM CBC 27 Dec (fide SJD), and 3 on the North Platte CBC 21 Dec (fide 
TJW). 
White-crowned Sparrow: This species winters in small numbers from the Platte 
River Valley southward, with by far highest overwintering numbers in the 
Panhandle. This winter, 254 were on the Scottsbluff CBC 20 Dec (fide AK), 
and up to 48 wintered in a Mitchell yard (KD). Best CBC count in the east was 
33 at DeSoto NWR 3 Jan (fide JT) and non-CBC best was 10 at Boyer Chute 
NWR 9 Feb (JR). Outside the usual wintering area, mid-winter repots are rare; 
2 were in Box Butte Co 14 Feb (VK), and 2-4 were at various locations in 
Custer Co 7-16 Feb (TH, MHo), only the 10th and 11 th west of Boone Co and 
north of the Platte River Valley. 
Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: This subspecies winters in the Panhandle, but is 
rare east of Keith Co; one was well-described in southeastern Lincoln Co 3 Jan 
(TJW). There were 6 reports from the expected winter range involving 34 
birds, 18 of these in Sheridan Co 28 Dec (MW). 
Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: Best non-CBC count was 145 in Otoe Co 5 Dec 
(SQ); highs are 204-250. 
Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: This subspecies is rare but regular in the east: CBC 
data for the 3 counts where they were reported (Lincoln, Seward-Branched Oak 
L, Harlan Co Res; there were several counts with none) showed 10 Oregons 
and 977 Slate-coloreds (about 1 %), whereas Scottsbluff CBC showed 39 
Oregons and 62 Slate-coloreds (39%). 
Dark-eyed (Pink-sided) Junco: This subspecies winters regularly east to Lincoln 
Co, where at least 23 were reported through the winter (TJW, MW, MBe, 
SMa). Observers reporting this subspecies in the east should attempt to 
document their sightings with photographs, as this subspecies is not well-
documented there. One was reported in Nebraska City 1 Jan (SQ). 
Dark-eyed (Gray-headed) Junco: The only report was of one on the Scotts Bluff 
CBC 20 Dec (fide AK), the 15th record for Nebraska. In recent years there has 
been an increase in sightings of this subspecies in the west, but it is still less 
than annual. 
Northern Cardinal: For the first time, 2 males appeared in a Scotts Bluff Co yard 3 
Jan (KD); this species is very slowly establishing itself in the Panhandle. 
Singing began early, with one "singing up a storm" in Bellevue 30 Jan (CNK) 
and another singing in Ogallala (JO) the same day. Earliest singer on record 
was in Lincoln 13 Jan 2008 (JGJ). 
Red-winged Blackbird: There were a large number of reports in mid-winter (Jan), 
virtually all from the Platte River Valley southward, a good showing; even 
Red-wings can be scarce in Jan. Best Jan count was a surprising 15,000 in 
Lincoln Co 9 Jan (TJW); 75,000 had arrived in Lincoln Co by 15 Feb (TJW). 
Western Meadowlark: First singing reported was at BOL 9 Feb (TO); earliest on 
record is 12 Jan 2014 in Antelope Co (MB). 
Yellow-headed Blackbird: The only report was of a straggler on the DeSoto NWR 
CBC 3 Jan (fide JT). 
Rusty Blackbird: This species winters each year in varying numbers in the south 
and east, but is rare in the Panhandle. Two ferns were in Scotts Bluff Co 12 
Dec (KD), only the 13th Panhandle winter record, and almost in the Panhandle 
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was one at LO 26-27 Dec (SJD). There were 10 reports from the south and 
east through the period, west to Frontier Co (LR, RH), involving a total of 
about 90 individuals (m. ob). Best counts were 33 on the HCR CBC 16 Dec 
(fide JGJ) and 20 in Hall Co 15 Feb (SM). Mid-Feb and later reports are likely 
spring migrants. 
Brewer's Blackbird: Fall migrants were the 150 on the North Platte CBC 21 Dec 
(fide TJW), and, a bit late, one on the DeSoto NWR CBC 3 Jan (fide JT). 
Rather early spring migrants were 2 with a blackbird flock at BOL 12 Feb (LE). 
This species is not as cold-tolerant as some other blackbird species. 
Common Grackle: Last good numbers reported were in mid-Dec: 182 on the Grand 
Island CBC (fide RH) and 26 on the Ames CBC 18 Dec (fide D&JP), and only 
scattered single-digit numbers were noted until mid-Feb, when there were 4 
reports of migrants in groups of 17-300 (JH, KDi, LR, RH, JGJ). These 
migrants were about 2 weeks earlier than usual. Reports from late Dec-early 
Feb were from the Platte and North Platte River Valleys southward, except for 
4 on the Calamus-Loup Res CBC 2 Jan (fide DH), and one on the Norfolk CBC 
20 Dec (fide DH). Unexpected was a flock of 40 in Saunders Co 21 Jan (TG), 
possibly early migrants. 
Great-tailed Grackle: Spring arrival and fall departure for this species resembles 
that of Common Grackle (late Dec and mid-Feb). Wintering Great-taileds, 
however, tend to be in large flocks rather than ones and twos like wintering 
Common Grackles. North Platte hosted a wintering flock of at least 125 
(TJW); Great-taileds have wintered there sporadically since about 2010. 
Brown-headed Cowbird: Cowbirds are rare in winter, with most departing before 
Dec; there were only 27 in all reported on CBCs this winter (fide D&JP). Mid-
winter records are almost always with flocks of Red-winged Blackbirds or 
sometimes European Starlings, which themselves are rare in mid-winter. 
Notable mid-winter reports included these, all with Red-winged flocks: 28 in 
Dawson Co 10 Jan (LR, RH), 5 at Jeffrey Res 19 Jan (TJW), and 7 at Rowe 
Sanctuary, Buffalo Co, 30 Jan (BP). 
Baltimore Oriole: One that was first noted at a feeder in Seward on the Seward-
Branched Oak L CBC 14 Dec was photographed there 2 days later and 
reappeared 10 Jan (JG, photo). It was aged as a first fall individual (MW, JGJ, 
JR). This is the 10th record of this species lingering into Nov or later, but only 
the second surviving until Jan; latest was one in Cass Co 1986-1987 that 
survived until 14 Jan, when it was killed by a cat. 
Brambling: Nebraska's third record was of a fern that attended a southeastern 
Lincoln Co cedar canyon feeder 14 Dec-31 Jan (LD, TJW, PD photo 16 Dec). 
It was with a Dark-eyed Junco flock of about 50 birds and absent for periods 
when the weather was suitable for the flock to forage elsewhere (LD). This 
species moves into the northwestern US from time to time in low-number 
"invasions"; this winter was one of those years, with scattered records east to 
Minnesota and Wisconsin (fide SMa). 
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Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: This species occurs every year in favored locations in 
the extreme northwest. The most reliable current location is SBNM, where up 
to 200 (31 Jan, BFH, MB, JR) were present at least 29-31 Jan (KD, m . ob.). 
The only other report was of "dozens" at Toadstool Geological Park, Sioux Co, 
13 Dec and 9 Feb, roosting in Cliff Swallow nests (PMH), typical of this 
species in winter. One bird noted on 9 Feb was of the Hepburn's form (PMH), 
which breeds in Alaska and has been reported in Nebraska twice previously 
with large Gray-crowned flocks. 
Imri~ature Baltimore Oriole found in Se~ard during the Seward-Branched Oak CBC on 14 · 
Dec 2014. Photographed here on 16 Dec 2014 by Eugene Brott. 
Pine Grosbeak: A single sighting in a Furnas Co yard 11 Feb (LO) was tentatively 
identified from the observer's description as a "russet-headed" fem or a juv of 
this species (JGJ, JR). There have been a few scattered reports on the Great 
Plains this winter. 
House Finch: Best count was 181 in the cedar canyons of southeastern Lincoln Co 3 
Jan (TJW). An intriguing comment was made regarding a possible connection 
between a "huge" apple crop and a "huge" number of orange variant House 
Finches in Scotts Bluff Co 4 Dec (AD). 
Purple Finch: This species occurs statewide, but is rare in the Panhandle; the only 
reports there were of a fem wintering at the same feeder one attended last 
winter (AD), and 3 in a Gering yard 22 Feb (RSg). Overall numbers were 
average for a Nebraska winter. 
Cassin's Finch: Reports were all from Scotts Bluff Co; up to 20 (28 Feb, BP) were 
at WHNC from 17 Jan (5; KD) through the period (m. ob, photos), 2-30 
wintered in a Wildcat Hills yard 10 Jan through the period (AK), and 3-6 were 
in a Gering yard 14-22 Feb (RSg). None were reported before 10 Jan; this 
species has a propensi ty to appear in mid-winter and increase in numbers in 
Feb-Mar. 

